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Where is DMNH?

@ Dayton Museum of Natural History
herbarium.

@ Dayton Museum of Natural History
entomological collection.

@ Dallas Museum of Natural History fish
collection.
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Core Functions of BCI

@ Provide a single Globally Unique Identifier for each
collection.

@ Act as a public yellow pages - anyone can submit an entry.
@ But we could do much more...

@ Regional portals.

@ Metadata harvesting.

@® Tracking of moved collections.

@ Prioritization of digitization.
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Collections Web

Hank Bart -Tulane University Museum of Natural History

The goal of CollectionsWeb is to improve lines of communication among curators of U.S. natural
history collections (NHC), researchers using the collections, other programs dealing with
collections issues, and other stakeholders, in order to build a more effective NHC community and
increase the base of support for NHC.

To accomplish this goal, we are developing a number of web resources, and planning a series of
workshops and symposia on important collections-related issues. All of the products of these
activities will be accessible through the project web site, www.CollectionsVVeb.org, the portal for
communicating and disseminating information about the project.

One of the CollectionsVeb workshops (tentatively scheduled for 2009-2010) will focus on
databasing and networking and we see good opportunities to collaborate with and learn about
best practices from Biodiversity Collections Index (BCI) in this area.

Another obvious area of overlap and potential collaboration is the design and implementation of
collection information systems. CollectionsWeb plans to conduct a survey of U.S.NHC. The
purpose of this is to pull together basic information on holdings, curators and other staff, support,
research and collection issues. This effort would benefit from any standard descriptors of NHC
developed in connection with BCI.

\: Biodiversity Collection Index.org



http://www.CollectionsWeb.org
http://www.CollectionsWeb.org

Atlas of Living Australia

® Donald Hobern - CSIRO

@® Australian government-funded science project to develop
computing infrastructure for integrating biological knowledge

Core data types: specimens/observations, names/taxonomy,
molecular, descriptive, multimedia

Goal is to maximise discovery and accessibility of biodiversity data

Need well-managed reference lists to organise and interpret data
records, particularly specimen records

Accurate identification of collections is a critical step in locating
specimens from references

[X: Biodiversity Collection Index.org




ZooBank

@® Rich Pyle - ICZN/Bishop Museum

@ The Official Online Registry for Zoological
Nomenclature.

@® Names are anchored by type specimens.

@® Need a unambiguous way of expressing the location
of type specimens.

@® Location needs to be tracked even when collections
are moved or merged.
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Insect and Spider Collections of the World

Neal Evenhuis - Bishop Museum
List of ~2000 collections with abbreviations.

Searchable and downloadable on web.

Assisting the arthropod community with a set of standard abbreviations to
use in communicating depositories.

Tracking collections not institutions (some institutions have multiple
collections).

Currently no cross checking with other zoological or botanical lists for use of
the same abbreviation.

Personal/temporary collections don't warrant ISCVV abbreviations - must be
'permanent’.
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